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the hilly island of Hongkong. At Hongkong Sun's party, including
various officials of the southern government, transferred to a
Japanese ship, which put in at Shanghai for four days before taking
them on to Kobe and thence to Tientsin.
At Shanghai a thousand students with little flags bearing an
inscription of welcome gave the Suns a great reception. There were
demands for speeches, which Sun fulfilled with his unfailing success;
but Chingling knew he was in considerable pain and at Tientsin he
had to remain in bed, resting.
. An American newspaper, reporting from Japanese sources,
declared that Sun, speaking in Kobe, advocated a united Asiatic
combine against "European and American oppression" in the
interests of world peace; but, since the Japanese were at that time
resentful of recent American immigration laws and the report was
merely an epitome, it cannot be taken as reliable. There can be
little doubt, however, that during his last days Sun thought seriously
of a union of the "oppressed" nations to oppose those dominant
nations who seemed to him bent on "imperialism'*.
By the time Sun, reached Peking, on December 31st, he was
obviously very ill. Soon his friends were murmuring to each other
the word "cancer"; then the press gave hints of the dreadful disease,
and at last an operation at the Peking Union Medical College
Hospital confirmed a long-standing condition of cancer of the liver,
that was now incurable. The surgeon, Dr. A. S. Taylor, a former
missionary, closed the wound and declared no more could be done.
Sun was removed to a private house where, in the company of his
family and revolutionist friends, he faced bravely his painful last
revolution. The English nurse who tended him in hospital described
Sun as "the most unselfish patient she ever nursed. Although racked
by pain he had no thought for himself.*'190
The Chinese are a reticent people who talk little of their private
lives, so one is reluctant to intrude at the dying man's bedside where
Chingling, her brother-in-law Dr. H. H. Kung, her brother Dr. T. V.
Soong, and her stepson Sun Fo, watched day by day during the
six weeks left to the patient after the exploratory operation. But
Sun Yat-sen meant so much to the Chinese people that the public
affairs in which he was involved claimed much of his remaining
strength. He heard the good news that Chiang Kai-shek had
defeated the rebel forces of Chen Chiung-ming at Canton, but he
was disappointed when Peking disregarded his proposals for the
Reorganisation Conference. From his bedroom a message was sent